Integrating Reading and Math into a Study of the Sports Section—baseball
Click on a baseball-related story found in your newspaper’s e-edition:
1.  Read and discuss the headline and byline:
a. Do you find any unfamiliar vocabulary words?

b. What do you think the story is going to be about?

c. Who wrote the article? 

2. First, read one paragraph to yourself. Then, teacher should read paragraph.
a. Go over vocabulary.  Did you find any unfamiliar words?  Can you suggest what they might mean based on the context (how the words are used)?
b. Pick out several words.  What other words could you use instead of the words the writer used (synonyms)?

c. Reading comprehension – 5Ws - What is the action or what is happening?  Who is involved with or committing the action?  When did the action take place?  Where does the action take place?  Why does the action take place? Why do you think the reporter is writing this?
d. Reading comprehension – What is the main idea of the paragraph?  

e. Reading comprehension – Conclusions – What conclusions do you draw from the paragraph?
f. Read the rest of the paragraphs (select a short news story with two to four paragraphs).  Go over the above or shorter version of sequence to be sure students understand the story.

g. Conclusions – What conclusions can you draw from the story?
h. Conclusions – What would be an idea for a follow-up story?

3. Go over standings for the regular season.  Ask questions concerning non-fiction text features common to baseball stories and standings.
a. What does MLB stand for?
b. How many leagues are there in MLB?  What are the names of the divisions?  Can you name a team from the AL Central?  Who is in first place in the NL West?  Who is in last place in the NL Central?
c. Team names – Can you name the teams from New York? (From Atlanta?  Seattle? etc.)
d. Name the teams from geographical locations, such as California. What state is Cleveland in?  What ocean is the team from Los Angeles near? What is the name of the only team from Canada?  (Use other sample questions like those).
e. Can you name players from any team? (For example, Chipper Jones plays for Atlanta.  Derek Jeter, for the Yankees.)
f. Math integration – Won-lost records and percentages, games ahead or behind.  Sample questions include: How many games have the Yankees played?  How many has the team won and lost?  How many games ahead of the Red Sox are the Yankees?  What does the three digit decimal mean? (Won-Lost percentage). Who has the best percentage in each league?  In each division?  Who has the worst? 
4. Do the same for the individual statistics.
a. Batting – Explain terms, such as Games Played (G), Hits (H), At Bats (AB), Base on Balls (BB), Strike Outs (K or SO), Runs (R), Stolen Bases (SB), Single (S), Doubles (D), Triples (T), Home Runs (HR), Runs Batted In (RBI), Total Bases (TB), Slugging Percentage (SLG), On Base Percentage (OBP), Average (AVG)
b. Pitching – Explain terms, such as Won (W), Lost (L), Earned Run Average (ERA), Games (G), Games Started (GS), Complete Games (CG), Shut-Outs (SHO), Saves (SV), Innings Pitched (IP), Hits (H), Runs (R), Earned Runs (ERA), Home Runs (HR), Hit by Pitch (HBP), Base on Balls (BB), Strike Outs (K or SO).
c. Fielding – Go over positions, such as Outfield (OF), First Base (1B), Second Base (2B), Third Base (3B), Shortstop (SS), Pitcher (P), Catcher (C), chances, errors, fielding percentage.  
5. What conclusions can you draw from all this?  Thoughts?  Comments?  

a. After seeing this information, how do you think baseball fits into people’s daily lives?  Does this apply to all people?  
b. What are some of the reasons people like or dislike baseball?  
c. Do you have other questions that you think I should ask?
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