Comics: Use for Practice and Review
By Cynthia McFadden
Cynthia McFadden, a retired teacher, says that comics provide high interest, illustrated short stories for students to practice and review what they’ve learned. She develops five multiple-choice questions for students to answer about specific comics and supports students with definitions and/or models that serve as background and reference. Teachers (and/or students) can also write multiple-choice questions similar to Cynthia’s about specific comics. Examples are provided.
Choosing comics allows teachers to vary text complexity. Some comics are more difficult to grasp because readers need to understand history, philosophy, literature and/or current events. 

Teachers will want to review comics and use first the cartoons and comics that students will immediately understand and develop their ability to understand more difficult cartoons and/or comics. The humor may be difficult to grasp in some cartoons or comics and lead to “collaborative conversations” (Speaking & Listening, CCSS).

McFadden reviewed North Carolina newspapers in print and found the following comics appear in numerous editions: B.C., Baby Blues, Beetle Bailey, Blondie, Born Loser, Dennis the Menace, Dilbert, Family Circus, For Better of Worse, Frank and Ernest, Garfield, Get Fuzzy, Mutts, Peanuts, Pearls Before Swine and Zits. Other comics appear in newspapers. Check your area newspapers to find if any publish comics and which comics they publish. Base questions on the widely-distributed cartoons and comics that appear in your newspapers. Encourage students to share favorites with their parents and friends.
___________________________________________________________
“Comic strips provide material to keep literary skills on front burner. A 
single strip with a question keeps kids' skills sharp. Teachers can adapt
the format/idea of using comics to satisfy class needs.”-Cynthia McFadden
___________________________________________________________
