A North Carolinian of Note 
Doris Betts’ 79-year love affair with North Carolina
CCSS: Reading Strategies for Informational Texts

1. Which best describes Doris Betts?
A
a harsh editor 
B
a gifted horsewoman 

C
a talented teacher and writer
D
a millworker and college graduate 
2. Which best characterizes the people Betts wrote about?
A
university professors 

B
ordinary working people
C
wealthy, celebrated persons
D
young, inexperienced students
3. Which example reveals Betts’ sensitive nature?
A
giving up the best parking space
B
tending her husband’s old horses
C
making notes in ink on students’ writings
D
memorizing the names of UNC buildings
4. Which genre of writing best suited Betts?
A
poetry
B
editorial
C
short story
D
photojournalism
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5. Whose points of view are noted in the piece?
A
Betts’ parents

B
Betts’ children
C
Betts’ neighbors
D
Betts’ coworkers
Word Study

6.   What best explains the meaning of acclaimed? 

A
paid well 
B
well educated 
C
highly regarded
D
published widely
7.   What does Sally Bucker mean when she refers to Betts as a legend? 

A
Betts married a judge. 
B
Betts took care of horses. 
C
Betts became well known for her writing. 
D
Betts balanced her home and professional lives. 

Respond in writing:

8.   Betts is quoted as saying that writing is a “wonderful way to make a life?” Cite examples from the profile to support her characterization of writing as making a “wonderful” life.
9.   In the profile, what demonstrates that Betts’ legacy lives on? 

10. Write a headline and subhead for this profile, or summarize the story using 25 words or fewer.
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